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Frat members arrested
Men charged in connection with student’s death
By JEREMY CHURA
Sports Editor

Five members of the Phi
Sigma
Kappa
fraternity
appeared in the Clay County
Courthouse on Monday on
charges involving the death of
19-year-old MSUM student
Patrick Kycia.
The charges served as the
final strike on the fraternity
house’s rental license, which
was revoked Tuesday, said
Moorhead City Manager
Bruce Messelt.
Members living in the house
will have until Nov. 15th to
vacate the premises. The
license is revoked for one year,
after which the property owners can seek reinstatement of
the license.
Marcus Carney, 21, Joseph
Henschel, 22, Chris Sayre, 20,
James Sander Jr., 23, and Jason
Morris, 26, all from Moorhead,
were charged with felony sale
of liquor to a minor resulting
in death, gross misdemeanorselling alcohol without a

Carney

Henschel

license and gross misdemeanor procuring alcohol to a
person under 21-years-old.
Jesse Bridley, 21, was arrested in Pine County, Minn., and
will be brought to Moorhead
to face the same three charges,
Clay County District Attorney
Lisa Borgen said.
If convicted of the felony,
each man could face a maximum of five years in prison or
a $10,000 fine.
The two gross misdemeanors have a maximum
penalty of one year in jail or a
$3,000 fine for each charge.
The men were released on
ther own recognizance, but
ordered not to buy, consume or
possess alcohol. They are also

to submit to random drug tests.
Two other fraternity members, Evan Narog, 22, and Ray
Ogren, 25, were only charged
with the two misdemeanors.
Narog and Ogren did not
appear in court on Monday.
“The charges were based on
the facts of the case,” Borgen
said. “They were all present at
the party.”
Borgen said Kycia’s autopsy
revealed a blood alcohol level
of .174, about twice the legal
driving limit, and that “clearly
played a factor in his death.”
A statement in the complaint
said that Kycia was taking
long “pulls” off a bottle of
whiskey that had been provided to him.

Morris

Kycia was
last
seen
leaving the
Phi Sigma
K a p p a
h o u s e
between 1
and 2 a.m.
N i c h o l a s Gulmon
Gulmon
said in a police statement.
Kycia’s body was found five
days later in the Red River.
Gulmon, 25, who is not a
MSUM student, but said he
takes online classes, was also
charged with the felony and
two gross misdemeanors. He
served as DJ for the party.

❒ CHARGES, page 10

Victorious at home
The Dragon football
team snapped a
16-game losing
streak with a 37-16
victory of
Southwest
Minnesota State at
home.
Fans stormed the
field to celebrate the
homecoming weekend victory with the
team.

READ THE STORY
ON PAGE 8.

Cab program
may see changes

Students’
opinions
on porn
revealed

By BRITTANY MOEN
Staff Writer

By LEE MORRIS
Staff Writer

In the dorm room recesses of
Snarr East, in a narrow, closetlike lodging, sits a 195-pound
defensive end rocking and
swiveling in a plush armchair.
His name is Derek Hall and
he sits between a mattress
undersized for its frame and a
dirty countertop spotted with
unwashed soup bowls. On
this purple, rainy evening, he
is calmly conversing about
something many college students would be mortified to
discuss.
“I don’t think it affects people on the street,” said the
MSUM football player. While
the 21-year-old relates his personal experience in dealing
with pornography, he contemplates its effects.
His first encounter with
pornography came at age 14
when he snuck a Playboy
from his brother and stuck it
in his “stash.”
As he thinks about the sub-

Sander

Sayre

ject, his eyes glide to their
upper right corners; his eyelids taper, his brow creases.
He said, “If someone is going
to be a violent rapist, they will
be the same way with or without porn.”
Psychologists,
however,
argue pornography has a
debilitating effect on its users,
possibly leading them to
desensitization, violence and
rape. These effects go beyond
traditional reasons for opposing pornography, including
degradation of women.
Mark Covey, Concordia
College psychology professor,
said, “People who are
exposed to pornography are
more likely to embrace rape
mythology,” meaning its
users are likelier to believe
that “women ‘want it’” and
they enjoy being raped.

❒ PORN, back page

Possible changes in the student Drive-a-Dragon taxi program
contract
between
MSUM and Doyle’s Yellow
Checker Cab Inc. may cause
distress among students.
Students with a MSUM cab
sticker pay only two dollars
per cab ride. The contract
between MSUM and the cab
company says the cab can take
students anywhere between
Dilworth’s Seventh Street and
West Fargo’s Eighth Street.
“Our budget is being eaten
alive by the cab programs,”
student senator Adrian Welle
said.
This is a crisis because the
school is only budgeted
$35,000 a year for the taxicab
program and this may not be
enough.
“We’re looking at possibilities of having changed costs.
We’re looking at the transportation between businesses
... the number of people that
take the cab, the time and frequency of the cabs, where
they’re going (and what) day
of the week,” Welle said.
The main problem that student senate is looking into is

bar-to-bar transportation.
Knocking out bar-to-bar
transportation may also be an
issue because more students
may drink and drive while
going bar hopping.
“I think that their (cab rides)
are good for the campus. It
enables students, if they are
going to go out and drink, not
to drink and drive, which
lowers tickets and insurance
... It gives them a well thought
out option that’s provided by
the campus and Doyles,”
senior Katie Kotte said.
According to Welle, NDSU
and Concordia’s program
does not allow students to be
picked up at one bar and be
dropped off at another.
This saves budgeted money
because when NDSU students ride with our students,
they also only have to pay
two dollars. This means
MSUM pays for their cab ride.
“If they (the cabs) don’t go
bar, to bar, kids are going to
start hopping in cars with
other kids that are already
drunk, or they’re going to
drive themselves because
they still want to go out
drinking,” Kotte said.

❒ CAB, page 10

Another approach
Corrick Center
students attend
their own college
within a college

FEATURES, page 3

Go team
Homecoming week
brings out school
spirit across
MSUM campus

A&E, page 6-7
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Report

10.05 — 10.10

10.05 Elevator emergency in
Nelson.
10.05 Fire alarm sounding in
Snarr.
10.05 Motor vehicle accident at
the CMU.
10.06 Fire alarm sounding in
Snarr (south).
10.06 Alcohol offenses in
CMU/Kise.
10.06 Alcohol offenses in Snarr
(south).
10.07 Fight in progress 14 Street
S.
10.07 Alarm sounding in Snarr
(east).
10.07 Vandalism in Snarr (east).
10.07 Theft from vehicle in Lot E.
10.07 Alcohol offenses in Snarr
(east).
10.07 University chalking violation outside Holmquist.
10.07 Suspicious persons in
Nemzek fieldhouse.
10.07 Missing person on campus.
10.08 Fire alarm sounding in
Neumaier.
10.09 Alcohol offenses in
Grantham.
10.10 Vandalism in Snarr (west).

NEWS BRIEFS
Spring break trip
to Paris offered

Academic awards
given to faculty

NDSU hosts day for
pumpkin carving

Applications are now being
accepted for "Discovering
Paris," an eight-day studytour to Paris over spring
break, March 10-19, 2006.
Dr. James Kaplan will lead a
group of MSUM students in
an exploration of the City of
Light.
Students can earn up to two
credits and financial aid is
available.
Applications and information will be in the Office of
International Programs, Flora
Frick 151.

The
Academic
Affairs
Council recognized MSUM
community members who
have made noteworthy contributions to the academic life
of the campus.
Michelle Malott, biosciences,
and Sharon Scapple, English,
received excellence awards in
teaching.
Steve Hoffbeck, history, and
Olgun Sahin, school of business, received excellence
awards in research and creative activity.
Excellence awards for service to students was awarded
to Ellen Brisch, biosciences,
and Paul Kramer, political science. Excellence awards in
service to community were
given to Peggy Rittenhouse,
elementary and early childhood
education,
Steven
Street, special education, and
Deb White, sociology.
Laurie Blunsom, music, the
instructional
technology
department (Rhonda Ficek,
Barb Hoppe and EeJay
Smith), and Wade Swenson,
technology, were awarded
excellence in service to university.

The NDSU department of
visual arts and student art
society will host its annual
Pumpkin Carving Day from
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Oct. 29 at
the
NDSU
Downtown
Campus (650 NP Avenue).
Children and adults will get
their chance to carve, decorate
and paint pumpkins for
Halloween. Refreshments,
games and prizes are available. Pumpkins and painting
supplies are provided by
NDSU. It’s first come, first
serve so arrive early and
bring your own pumpkin
carver. Admission is free and
open to the public.
For more information call
Kim Bromley at 231-7824.

Workshop set to
discuss internships
Career Services is holding a
workshop for all non-teaching majors from 12 to 12:50
p.m. on Wednesday in CMU
207.
The workshop is designed to
help students learn about
finding good internships,
how to prepare for them and
to answer any questions.

Resume workshops
to be held in CMU
Career Services will be holding two resume workshops to
assist students in writing their
resumes.
The non-teaching workshop
is from 5 to 6:30 p.m. in CMU
208.
The workshop for teaching
majors will be from 5:30 to 7
p.m. on Tuesday CMU 208.

Business planning
event to be held

Covington to read
at the Spirit Room

A three-hour workshop,
“Intro to Writing a Business
Plan,” will be held from 6:30
to 9:30 p.m. today (Thursday),
at the Center for Business.
The event will cover the
basics of writing a business
plan and is aimed at people
just starting a new business or
those who will be approaching a bank for financing. The
seminar will cover marketing,
management, finance, product service and an executive
summary.
Jim Soncrant, an SBDC consultant and business owner,
will present. The cost for the
event is $20. To register contact the MSUM small business
development center at 4772289
or
e-mail
seifertj@mnstate.edu before
Oct. 10.

Jerry Covington will read
his poetry at 7 p.m. Oct. 14 in
the Spirit Room. The event is
free.

RSC hosts annual
fall fantasy
The
MSUM
Regional
Science Center will host its
annual “Fall Fantasy” from 7
to 9 p.m. today, Thursday, at
the Buffalo River Site.
The Buffalo River site is
located 15 miles east of
Moorhead on Highway 10,
adjacent to the Buffalo River
State Park. For more information call 477-2904.
The event is free and open to
the public.
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Krispy Kreme to
hold fundraiser
Krispy Kreme donuts will be
for sale from 8 to 11 a.m. on
October 13, in front of the
library.
Profits made from the sales
will help send second year
graduate students in speechlanguage pathology to the
American Speech Language
Hearing Association National
Convention in San Diego.
You can purchase a donut
and a cup of coffee for $1.00.
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College within the college
New Center for Multidisciplinary studies renamed Corrick Center
By SARA HACKING
A&E Editor

The first signs of snow are in
the air. But inside the Corrick
Center for General Studies,
the aroma from a counter
lined with chili-filled crockpots welcomed students, faculty and visitors to the second
annual Student Activities
Committee Chili Cook-off.
Senior, Jessica Bullinger, and
freshman, Annalise Bittner,
freshman, helped organize the
fundraiser for the YWCA toy
drive. They appreciated the
warmth of the meal, as well as
the warmth they had experienced in the Corrick Center’s
friendly and supportive academic atmosphere.
“It feels like your home
away from home,” said
Bullinger after sitting down
with friends from the Corrick
Center to enjoy chili, Doritos
and a brownie.
The Center provides a way
for students who show
promise to succeed in college
and do not meet admission
requirements to enroll in college-level courses.
The Corrick Center is located
in Murray Commons, a building set apart from the main
campus in the midst of residence halls. Bullinger says the
only drawback to the location
is that it feels like they are
pushed aside from other
departments.
“I’ve heard other people say
some negative things about

it,” said Bullinger about the
stigma associated with being
enrolled in the Center. “They
just don’t really know how
helpful it is. Without the
Corrick Center being here, I
wouldn’t be in college.”
“We’ve been trying to dispel
the stigma for about 30 some
years,” says Dennis Jacobs,
director of the Corrick Center.
“We find our graduation
rates are about the same and
our GPA appears to be a little
bit higher because of the background they get,” he said,
comparing the Center to the
rest of MSUM.
Jacobs says the stigma is one
of the reasons the name was
changed from the New Center
for Multidisciplinary Studies.
“The word ‘discipline’ was
confusing to a lot of new students. They thought they were
being punished.”
He said some students are
grateful for the opportunity,
while others don’t think they
belong in the Corrick Center.
“Once they’ve been here for a
semester we get very good
support from students.”
The students enrolled in the
Center are as sharp as other
MSUM students and they may
have only lacked motivation
in high school, says Jacobs.
“From our track record we’ve
got people who are PhD’s ...
doctors, lawyers and so on.”
Kevin
Zepper,
Corrick
Center assistant professor,
enrolled in the program in
1979. He was a B student in

Students help themselves to food during the Chili Feed.

high school, but said he performed poorly on standardized tests.
“I loved it,” Zepper said of
the Center. “It felt like a community.”
Zepper earned an undergraduate degree in English
and Master of Fine Arts in creative writing from MSUM. He
has taught at the Corrick
Center for three years and
recently received the ninth
annual Corrick Spirit and
Vision Award.
He said his experience as a
former Corrick Center student
helps him relate to the students in his classes. “I was sitting in a desk like you,” he has
said to his students, “in the
time when we had kerosenepowered computers.”
“I know the questions they
have,” he said.
He recalled hearing comments that students in the
Center were not real MSUM
students. “I was a Dragon just
like anybody else was a
Dragon,” he said. “I knew I
was going to get a four-year
degree. I was just going
through a different door.”
One of Zepper’s favorite
memories of being a student is
also one of his favorite things
about the Center now.
“After class we would meet
up in the commons area and
we would have a dialogue,”
he said. “I see that now.”
Zepper appreciated having
all his classes under one roof.
“It felt like a community. This
is the college,” he said, his
arms stretching to refer to the
physical space of Murray
Commons. “We’re a college of
300 students.”
Zepper said the small size of
the Center has helped him
overcome his fears about college. “My experiences here
really gave me a leg up and
helped me feel comfortable.”
Annalise Bittner chose the
Corrick Center for that reason.
She graduated as an honor

PHOTOS BY LIZZIE CHINADER/ ADVOCATE

Jessica Bullinger (left) and Annalise Bittner (right) help organize
fundraisers through the Corrick Center.

student in the top 20 percent
of her class at Fargo South
High School, but struggles
with anxiety. “I didn’t want to
fall flat on my face,” she said.
Bittner hides her anxiety
behind a friendly, articulate
exterior but says she gets nervous easily. She was nervous
on her first day because of the
new atmosphere. “I knew
some people in my classes, so
it wasn’t so bad,” Bittner said.
“I’ve met so many nice people
here. Everyone is so friendly.”
“It’s kind of like our own little world,” she said. “We’re
not sheltered, but we’re kind
of protected more.”
Some of the other students at
the table nod their heads in
agreement with this statement.
Zepper said the Corrick
Center is a beginning for students and not an end. “It’s not
to keep them confined here,
it’s so they can get integrated
into campus,” he said.
Bittner plans to attend classes outside the Corrick Center
by next year. She is involved
with Volunteer Visions and
the
Student
Activities
Committee.
“Our goal is bring kids in the
Corrick Center together and
meet each other,” she said

about SAC. “We’re all in here
together. We’re all here to
reach the same goals.”
Her aspiration is to work
with the mentally and physically challenged, a goal
inspired by her work with the
students in her high school’s
developmentally challenged
math class. Students she
describes as “the coolest kids
in the world.”
Bullinger’s immediate goal
is to graduate with an English
degree. She also dreams of
going to graduate school and
getting her doctorate.
“As my way of saying thank
you to the Corrick Center, I
eventually want to come back
and teach at the Corrick
Center,” Bullinger said. “It’s
just such a positive place to
be.”
Zepper says his return to the
Corrick Center as an assistant
professor is like coming full
circle. He says he is grateful to
be a part of the history of the
Corrick Center.
“A lot people look at this as
brick and mortar, a building
with stains on the walls,” he
said. “I look at this as home.”

Hacking can be reached
at sarahacking@hotmail.com
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Advocate editorial board
Alicia Strnad
Editor

Lindsey Young
Managing Editor

Ashley Johnk
Opinion Editor

Alcohol abuse
casts negative
light on MSUM
In an article in the Oct. 4 Forum, city councilwoman Diane Wray Williams insinuated college students need babysitters. This comment was made
after a string of underage students were rushed to
the hospital for alcohol-related incidents.
It’s upsetting that a prominent member of local
government would make such a statement, but
what’s more upsetting is that people keep proving
her right.
College students have been known to be more civically minded than other citizens, more involved in
community service, more concerned for the environment, more accepting of other people and cultures
and less apathetic about current events.
But those things never make the nightly news.
Tuesday’s Forum quoted several students as saying
that recent events have had no impact whatsoever
on student’s drinking habits. Take a listen for yourself. It’s just as common as ever to hear someone
talk of their plans to get completely drunk later that
night, or to regale listeners with a story of drunken
romps from the night before.
The members of the Fargo/Moorhead community
are looking down on us—even laughing at us—for
our lack of common sense and inability to act like
adults. The terrible thing is that they have a good
reason to.
The United States says by the age of 18 a person is
a legal adult. Often, the first big test of adult responsibility is learning to handle alcohol. Sadly, many
people fail miserably. Once a person has left mom
and dad’s constant supervision, the euphoria of “I
can do whatever I want now!” seems to edge out
common sense.
It’s no secret most people do not wait until they’re
21 to start using alcohol. People buy minors alcohol
all the time. Nine members of the MSUM community were just arrested for it. Will people learn from
this and realize breaking the law has consequences?
Probably not.
The community will never see college students for
the positive aspects they bring if bad behavior keeps
setting us apart. Twenty-somethings in a college
environment do have stereotypes to overcome, and
the students who continue to make poor decisions
are not helping.
MSUM students—please, grow up. You’re making
us all look bad.

The opinions expressed in The Advocate are not necessarily those of the
college administration, faculty or student body. The Advocate encourages
Letters to the Editor and Your Turn submissions. They should be typed
and must include the writer’s name, signature, address, phone number,
year in school or occupation and any affiliations. Letters are due by 5
p.m. Monday and can be sent to MSUM Box 130,
dropped off in
The Advocate office
or e-mailed to advocate@mnstate.edu.

Letters to the Editor

Battle over CMU display
continues between groups
Display gave honest look at abortion
I want to commend MSUM
Collegians for Life for having the
guts to give our campus a raw
and honest look at the reality of
abortion. It is difficult for any of
us to look at these very real photos, and it is not surprising that
the initial reaction of many is
denial and anger. After all, these
are the first stages of the grieving
process.
It is unfair to accuse these students of having a lack of respect
for victims of genocide, racism or
any other type of hate crime. It is
precisely because they recognize
these as crimes against humanity
that they are willing to compare
them to abortion, which they also
abhor. The comparison of these
events to abortion is only meant
to highlight the use of violence
against innocent human life.
These students, as well as students who viewed the display,
are obviously smart enough to
understand the similarities and
differences between these events.
They are also educated enough to
know that when one human
being intentionally takes the life
of another more defenseless
human being, it is an act of

violence and hate.
What is most puzzling to me is
how anyone can claim that these
students and other pro-life organizations are simply complaining
about abortion while not making
any effort to help women prevent
or cope with an unplanned pregnancy. These organizations rely
on volunteers and private donations so they can offer free
resources and assistance to
women in difficult situations.
Many pro-life organizations
have programs that advocate
personal responsibility through
abstinence and the natural family
planning method of birth control.
They provide a positive and pressure-free environment where
women can look into options
such as adoption or parenthood.
More often than not, these
women have enough people in
their lives offering them abortion.
Crisis pregnancy centers are
often accused of using scare tactics or intimidation to talk
women out of abortion, but there
is no evidence to support these
claims because it is simply
untrue. Women chose to continue
their pregnancies because they

have been provided adequate
resources. This is a far cry from
abortion providers who charge
hefty prices for their services
while trying to stop pro-life sidewalk counselors from stealing
their potential business.
The MSUM Students for Choice
co-chair described the display as
“a horrifying and violent depiction.” He’s right. The reality of
abortion is horrifying and violent. The reality of alleyway abortions is just as horrifying and violent. These pro-life students are
working to eliminate the demand
for all abortions by providing
positive resources and assistance
to women. The display was affective in alerting the campus community of the fact that society has
not successfully met the needs of
women. Until a woman can continue her pregnancy without the
fear of financial strain, loss of
employment or lack of emotional
support, MSUM Collegians for
Life will continue to educate the
campus and the public.

It’s easy to understand the feeling of horror that Students for
Choice and anyone else may
have felt from looking at the picture of the aborted baby that
was in the display window of
the CMU two weeks ago. Sadly,
all the photos in the display
were completely real and unfabricated. A simple search on
the Internet can provide countless similar (and much more
graphic) photos.
Real-life photos have been
used to motivate social and
political change since the industrial era when photographers
depicted children working in
unsafe conditions in factories.
Even today, graphic photographs are used in social work
textbooks to show extreme
forms of abuse that occurs, as
well as in Holocaust museums
around the world.
In his letter to the editor last

week, Matthew Bakko wrote
that abortion should not be compared to the Holocaust and
Southern lynchings because
those events were based on hate
and abortion is not. I would
challenge that idea with two
questions: Were slaves beaten
and tortured because they were
hated or was it because they
were not considered equal and
deserving of normal human
rights? During the Holocaust,
were Jews and others persecuted
only because they were hated or
was it because they were different and society made their persecution acceptable by thinking
of them as non-persons?
Today, society accepts abortion
as the next step if contraception
fails. However, to justify abortion, the unborn baby cannot be
seen as a person. If the fetus
were actually considered a baby,
what would we as a society do?

Bakko
stated
twice
that
unplanned babies are “unwanted.” Were not Jews and all those
who were persecuted during the
Holocaust also “unwanted”?
Does the term “unwanted”
imply that they are not still persons with the same rights as
anyone else, including the right
to life? These are the questions
the MSUM Collegians for Life
wanted to raise in the minds of
those passing the display in the
CMU two weeks ago. Although
the horrific events that are
depicted in pictures of the
Holocaust, slavery and abortion
are not easy to look at, it is vital
that society still sees them and
learns from them in order to
stop denying rights for the sake
of convenience.

Jenny Nielsen
MSUM Student

Picture used in display un-fabricated

Angela McGaugh
MSUM Collegians for Life
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A few apologies on Day of Atonement
Today is Oct. 13.
To most of you, this
means absolutely nothing.
If you’re me, it means
it’s your 22nd birthday.
If you’re Jewish, you
know that today is Yom
Kippur, one of Judaism’s
high holy days.
Yom Kippur is also
called the Day of Atonement. On
this day, Jews ask God to forgive
them for anything they’ve done
wrong.
For the 10 days before Yom
Kippur, Jews are supposed to ask
the people they’ve wronged for
forgiveness. The idea is that no
divine being can forgive what we
haven’t asked the people we’ve
hurt to forgive.
Yom Kippur usually lands on
the day of or near to my birthday.
The proximity of these two
events always gets me thinking:
What have I done that needs forgiving?
We all have moments in our
lives that we want to go back and
change. I have hundreds of them.

There’s the day in second grade
when I threw up on my way to
the nurse’s office. It wouldn’t
have been so bad, except I hit the
librarian’s shoes. Sorry Mrs.
Anderson.
In fourth grade, I got in a fight
with my best friend, Emalee.
While we were on the outs,
another girl, Miranda Horn,
asked me to play basketball with
her during recess. She was really
nice to me—which is why it
sucks that, a week later, when
Emalee decided I could apologize, I ditched Miranda and started dodging her on the playground.
I don’t remember ever seeing
Miranda after that year, but I
wish now that I could find her

and apologize. She didn’t deserve my cruelty—
whether I intended it
that way or not.
Yes, some of the things
I have done were cruel.
In eighth grade, I
walked the halls of my
junior high with a sign
that said “Chris loves
Taylor Hanson.” At the
height of the “Mmmbop” craze,
this was the meanest thing I
could have done to a 13-year-old
boy. It made his life hell for a
while.
I spend a lot of time thinking
about these things and others
like them. I think of all the hurtful things other kids said to me
and wonder if the targets of my
own adolescent pranks are still as
bothered by these events as I am.
Does Jessica from my third
grade class still wear extra perfume now because I told her she
smelled in 1993?
Is Joey still as tormented by our
sixth grade breakup as I am?
After all, those 29 hours we went
out together for were golden.

Every time Yom Kippur rolls
around, I think about these
moments and hundreds more
like them. The images play like
videos in my mind, every word,
every facial expression captured
to remind me of it.
I play back the embarrassing
moments, like the time I misspoke in English class so it
sounded as though I was coming
on to the very flummoxed substitute teacher. He was later arrested for possession of marijuana.
I’m pretty sure I drove him to it.
I then think about a time when
the roles were reversed and I was
on the receiving end of an
instructor’s advance.
I don’t know what I hope to
gain by haunting myself with
these images. I can’t change
them. No matter how many
times I see the vomit fly in my
head, it will always soil Mrs.
Anderson’s white pumps. The
look of shock and anguish on
Jessica’s face will remain the
same no matter how many times
I tell her she smells.
The theme of Yom Kippur is

forgiveness. We ask the forgiveness of others for the wrongs we
have done them, but we also forgive others who have done
wrong.
This includes ourselves. We
have to forgive ourselves for
putting us into situations where
bad things happened, where we
made bad choices, where we hurt
others.
We have to accept that we’ve
done wrong in our lives and
know that we can’t go back and
change it. All we can do is go on
with our lives and try not to
make the same mistake twice. All
we can do is ask for forgiveness
and try to do something to make
up for it.
So if Miranda Horn is reading
this, I’d like her to know that any
time she’s down for a schoolyard
game of Horse, I’m in.
And Mrs. Anderson? If you get
this message, call me and I’ll take
you to Payless—on me.
What do you need to forgive?
E-mail Alicia
at aliciawithay@cableone.net.

Johnk takes wrong approach: ‘Nice boys’ not found at bar
After reading Ashley Johnk’s
article
“Real-Life
‘Hitch’
Wanted”, I felt a response from
the single male point of view was
needed. While I sympathize with
her situation of trying to find a
“nice” guy, I find her thought
processes very presumptuous.
Ashley has taken into account the
way she sees the dating world,
and I imagine her views are
somewhat universal when compared to other single women on
this campus. I must assume her
views are universal because as
everyone knows, men really
don’t have any idea what women
are thinking. The problem is
women too have very little
understanding of the opposite
sex.
Ashley made it clear it’s the
guy’s responsibility to make first
contact with the girl. Men are
generally fine with this, however
if you are unwilling to take at
least some control over the situation, don’t complain with what
comes your way.
Next, Ashley complained about

the unoriginal and often annoying way men try to pick-up
women, such as bad pick-up
lines. There are a few explanations for these poorly put together pick-up attempts.
First, as Ashley pointed out,
many men are not looking for a
relationship, just a good time.
The bad pick-up lines are a filtering technique. If a girl gets
annoyed, the guy can move on
without having lost much time in
his quest for some action. You
should be happy we make it so
easy to cast a large percentage of
men aside. This saves time for
you as well as him.
Ashley asked where all the
“nice boys” are hiding. She said
that she found one, but he
already had a girlfriend. The rest
of us, and I do include myself,
have become apathetic and discouraged. I have a 5 percent
chance, on any given night, of
actually meeting a girl that I
could ask on a date. Here is my
logic.
Out of 100 percent of women, I

personally will find about 40 percent physically unattractive to
me. I don’t want to sound shallow here, but honestly we all
want to date someone to whom
we are attracted. To each his own,
and I have no doubt I would fall
into that 40 percent for some
women looking for a guy. Now
that leaves me 60 percent of
women. I’m a non-smoker, and
couldn’t date someone who
smokes. That would eliminate
about one third of the 60 percent
of women I have left. If I’m at a
bar, a place Ashley seemed to frequently make reference too, I
could definitely eliminate half of
the women there. But, for the
sake of this example, I’m not at a
bar and that leaves me a solid 40
percent of women I meet, to pursue. I can eliminate half of the
remaining 40 percent on the basis
of not being able to form a mental
connection with them. (If you
find all these percentages very
confusing, and too difficult to
understand, count yourself as
part of my 20 percent.) I want to

be able to hold an intelligent conversation during a date, during
which, hopefully some common
interests and goals could emerge.
So that leaves 20 percent, or one
out of every five women I meet I
would be very interested in possibly dating. However, I can safely say three-fourths of these
women have boyfriends. That
takes 15 percent of my remaining
20 percent away and leaves me
with my original 5 percent. A
ratio of 1:20 is a very discouraging proportion. I have even left
out the fact that religion might
further cut into one’s eligible dating population.
So, the last reason why our
pick-up attempts are feeble is
because we know our odds of
finding what we want are really
bad, and as a 21-year-old I’ve
been dealing with these odds for
long time. We really believe any
effort we put forth will be a wasted effort not because of rejection,
but because of disappointment in
what we find. Right now, in the
words of a friend, “I don’t like

this game anymore; I’m sitting on
the bench”.
Women may feel exactly the
same way; however, as pointed
out earlier, most of you feel it is
the guy’s responsibility to make
first contact. As stated earlier, if
one is waiting for the right guy,
take what you get and don’t complain if it doesn’t happen.
Luckily, each of us needs to find
only one “special someone”, and
over the next five years I like my
odds. So, Ashley, my suggestion
is quit acting like a sophomore in
high school who needs a
boyfriend right now. Don’t go out
on the prowl to bars or anywhere
for that matter. You’re in college,
you’re young: join a club, attend
lectures around Fargo-Moorhead,
go to parties, go to church, study
at Barnes & Noble and go to
sporting events. It’s likely you
might accidentally find someone
else “sitting on the bench.”

Brent Liebersbach
MSUM Junior
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“Hot and Spicy”
Homecoming

Dragons set the campus on
fire with school spirit

JAY PICKTHORN/PHOTO EDITOR

LIZZIE CHINANDER/ THE ADVOCATE

Top: Homecoming kicks off with the traditional burning of the “M” on Monday night.
Left: Seniors Brandon Madery (right) and Mark Proulx give Dragon mascot Scorch a ride after
the football game Saturday.
Right: Freshman Dadeh Jallah carefully paints a football on Thelma Apiagyei, freshman, after the
Doo Dah parade Saturday.
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Hypnotist casts spell
on MSUM students
By TESSA TORGESON
Staff Writer

A MSUM student is on all
fours, acting like a dog as he
jumps through a pretend
hoop, pants with his tongue
wagging, barks and even rolls
over. This is all because of the
calm, steady suggestions of
one man.
The man with the power is
hypnotist Frederick Winters,
who puts approximately
120,000 people under his spell
of suggestion each year.
Winters performed at the
packed Hansen Theatre on
campus Tuesday night as part
of the Homecoming festivities.
Winters is a veteran to
MSUM. He has performed on
campus for Homecoming the
last 10 years.
“When I’m invited year after
year, there is tradition established. When students come
in such huge numbers like

they do at MSUM, it is magical,” Winters said.
Winters became fascinated
with
hypnotism
at
Northwestern University in
Chicago and received his certification in hypnotherapy.
Establishing a reputation, as a
good hypnotist is extremely
difficult, so he started out
small by performing at parties, festivals and cruises.
Winters act grew, and he is
now performing 200 shows a
year. In fact, he is known as
one of the best campus acts in
the United States. Winter’s
audiences are encouraged by
hypnosis to perform bizarre,
funny and crazy antics.
According to Winter’s Web
site, www.frederickwinters.
com, hypnosis occurs when a
hypnotist alters an individual’s state of consciousness.
The individual is still conscious, but focuses on the
hypnotist’s voice. The person
becomes relaxed, so the sub-

conscious mind takes direct
suggestions from the hypnotist. This explains why
Winters said that he has seen
students do everything from
spit on him to dropping their
pants down completely.
The entertaining show at
MSUM was no different.
About 25 students were hypnotized on stage along with
others in the audience. They
pretended like they were
reeling in fish, acted like
body-builders, competed in a
dance competition and even
transformed into 150-yearolds.
Freshman
Char
Binstock was one of the
MSUM students hypnotized.
She said, “I liked being hypnotized because I was tired
before, but when I was hypnotized I felt so relaxed and
carefree. I would definitely
do it again.”
Torgeson can be reached
at tessathree@hotmail

LIZZIE CHINANDER/ THE ADVOCATE

Homecoming Queen Ashley Marvin carries King Daniel Devine.

LIZZIE CHINANDER/ THE ADVOCATE

MSUM cheerleaders pump up some school spirit during the variety show.

CHAD WESSELS/ THE ADVOCATE

SOCs ride in the Doo Dah parade. The SOCS took first place in the spirit competition.
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FOOTBALL - HOMECOMING

ʻA long time comingʼ

Freshmen step up, lead football to first win
By JEREMY CHURA
Sports Editor

It’s been a long time in
the works—16 games to be
exact—but the Dragons can
finally put a notch under the
win column.
On Saturday the freshmen
stepped up and helped lead
the Dragons to a 37-16 win
over Southwest Minnesota
State in front of 811 fans in
Northern Sun Intercollegiate
Conference football.
“It’s a huge monkey off our
back,” senior Yvan Salazar
said. “It’s been a long time
coming.”
Salazar had a season high
best in rushing with 168 yards
on 25 carries and averaged 6.7
yards per carry.
Coming into the game,
Salazar was only averaging
2.8 yards a carry and only
rushed for 136 yards on 48
carries.
“We got back to basics,”
Salazar said. “We can’t get
ahead of ourselves.”
True freshman Josh Jones got
the Dragons on the board first,
something the team has not
been able to do all season,
when he blocked a punt into
the end zone for a touchdown
at the 6 minute, 34 second
mark of the first quarter.
“It was a freshman day for
us,” Jones said. “We had to
step up.
“We figured we had to win,
we have been working hard.”
Jones also had a 64-yard
interception return for a
touchdown at the 10:29 mark
of the third quarter to give
the Dragons a 16-10 lead. The
Dragons never trailed from
that point.
Freshman Eyad Salem had a
34-yard touchdown pass from
sophomore Eric Frost to give
the Dragons a 24-10 lead with
:50 left in the third quarter.
“There is nothing better,”
Frost said upon winning. “We
played as a team and we got
to keep it up.”

Frost had five completed
passes on 15 attempts for
a total of 60 yards for the
Dragons.
Freshman Dennis Oswald
had 12 points for the Dragons,
one on a 3-yard touchdown
run at the 8:59 mark of the
fourth quarter, the other six
were scored on two-point conversions.
Freshman Tyson Bonkoski
kicked the extra point on
Oswald's touchdown.
Ray Denson scored the first
touchdown for the Mustangs
on a 56-yard pass from Josh
Shudlick; Erick Oldenkamp
kicked the extra point.
Oldenkamp added three more
points for the Mustangs on a
48-yard field goal.
Ryan Wudtke also had a
touchdown for the Mustangs
on a 24-yard pass from
Shudlick; Oldenkamp's kick
was blocked.
With only :22 left in the
game, freshman Adam Vander
Zanden ran an interception
back for a 40-yard touchdown;
this helped set off the players
dumping water coolers on the
coaches.
Vander Zanden also had a
blocked punt for the Dragons.
And as the clock ran down,
the MSUM student body
stormed the field to celebrate
the win with the team.
“I’m speechless,” head coach
Chad Eisele said. “I’m just
excited for the kids.
“They don’t give up, they are
fun to be around.”
Saturday's win was the
Dragons first win since the 4521 win over Wayne State on
Nov. 15, 2003, at home.
The Dragons’ (1-5, 1-2 NSIC)
will host Concordia-St. Paul
on Saturday at 1 p.m. at Alex
Nemzek Stadium where they
are looking to establish a winning streak.
“Hopefully we can get some
more (wins) before the year is
up,” Eisele said.
Chura can be reached
at churaje@mnstate.edu

JON LAMBERT/THE ADVOCATE
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Freshman Eyad Salem (left) and the
Mustangs William Sutton jump for the ball
during Saturdayʼs homecoming game. Salem
had a 34-yard touchdown from a pass by
Eric Frost late in the third quarter.

Freshman Adam Vander Zander runs
a 40-yard interception into the end
zone with :22 left in the game. The
Dragons won their first game in over

JON LAMBERT/ADVOCATE

Senior Yvan Salazar runs the ball during Saturdayʼs homecoming game against Southwest
Minnesota State. Salazar had a season best 168 yards in rushing on 25 carries in the Dragons
37-16 win over the Mustangs.

VOLLEYBALL - HOMECOMING

Dragons snap Wolves in three games
By JEREMY CHURA
Sports Editor

On Friday the Dragon volleyball extended their winning
streak to three matches with a
30-25, 30-15, 31-29 win over
Northern State, Aberdeen, S.D.,
at Alex Nemzek Fieldhouse in
front of 503 fans in Northern
Sun Intercollegiate Conference

volleyball.
Senior Sigourney Schaffer
led the Dragons with 15 kills
while freshman Calla Oftedhal
added 15 digs.
Sophomore Julie Vancura
tallied 36 assists for the
Dragons.
Sophomore Tina Lensing
added eight digs while sophomore Cortney Marr had nine

digs.
Odemaris Diaz led the
Wolves with 12 kills while
Luciola Figuer had 13 digs.
Kellie Heier added 30 assists
for Northern State.
“We did well,” head coach
Tammy Blake-Kath said. “It
was just a good team effort.”
The No. 4 Dragons who
are now 16-3 and 4-3 NSIC

host the No. 7 University of
Minnesota-Crookston
on
Friday at 7 p.m.
On Saturday, the Dragons
will host the No. 8 Bemidji
(Minn.) State University at 4
p.m.
”I think we have a really
tough conference,” Kath said.
“We have to be prepared for
any conference games.”

NOTE: When this paper
went to the press, Tuesday’s
game against the University of
North Dakota in Grand Forks,
N.D., was not over and The
Advocate were unable to get
the statistics into this paper.
Chura can be reached
at churaje@mnstate.edu
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WOMEN’S SOCCER-HOMECOMING

Soccer loses two games over the homecoming weekend
By BRITTANY MOEN
Staff Writer

The MSUM women's soccer team lost two home
games this weekend.
On Saturday the Dragons fell 4-1 to Winona (Minn.)
State University in Northern Sun Intercollegiate
Conferenec play.
Freshman Richelle Ross scored the only goal for
the Dragons at the 28 minute, 20 second mark of the
first half.
Winona's Kristen Carpentier scored at the 32:10
mark of the first half to tie the game.
“Everybody saw it,” Dragons head coach Rolie
Bulock said. “When we play to our potential we
can play with anybody, so we just have to keep it
going.”
The Warriors scored went on to score three unanswered goals in the second half.
Leslie Schumacher scored on an assist from Holly
Sutton at the 53:12 mark; Sarah Griffith scored on
an assist from Erin McDowell at the 64:11 mark; and
Kayla Walters scored on an assist from Griffith at the
65:20 mark.
“We played really good the first half; in the second
half we kind of slowed down after they scored,”
freshman Katie Hiemstra said.
Sophomore Morgan Landwehr had 12 saves for the
Dragons.
“They (Winona State) had a lot of nice shots; I was
lucky to be in position,” Landwehr said.

Swimmers get
ready for
season opener
The Dragons will open the
swimming season Saturday
with a trip to Gustavus
College in St. Peter, Minn., to
participate in the Maverick
Relays at noon.
Todd Peters will begin his
ninth year as head coach.
Senior Melissa Erickson and
juniors Cindy Dokkebakken
and Crysta Johnson will serve
as captains for the 2005-06
Dragons.
The Dragons will have
their season opener on Oct.
26, when they host MSUMankato.

Upcoming Games
Oct. 14:
Volleyball vs. UMCrookston, 7 p.m.
Oct. 15:
Football vs. Concordia-St.
Paul, 1 p.m.
Women's soccer at UMCrookston, 1 p.m.
Volleyball vs. Bemidji State,
4 p.m.
Swimming at Gustavus for
Maverick Relays, noon
Oct. 16:
Women's soccer at Bemidji
State, 1 p.m.

Kathryn Kramer had five saves for the Warriors
who are now 11-1-1 overall and 7-0-1 in the NSIC.
“We played really well in the first half, but we can
definitely improve a lot,” freshman Hila Anderson
said. “We just need to come to the ball a little
more.”
On Sunday the Dragons fell 3-1 to Concordia-St.
Paul in NSIC action.
In the second half Lindsay Hartleben scored three
goals for the Golden Bears.
At the 75:00 mark junior Danielle Reid scored on an
assist from freshman Abby Barker for the Dragons.
“It was a really difficult game for us in two ways,”
Bulock said. “Concordia is a very physical team we
matched up well with them, unfortunately we got a
couple calls that resulted in them scoring on us.”
Freshmen Andrea Pearson had five saves for the
Dragons.
The Dragons are now 3-12-0 overall and 1-8-0 in
the NSIC.
“We just need to keep our heads up and keep
working on it, and we can turn things around,”
Bulock said, “This next weekend will determine
where we go in the first round of the (NSIC) conference tournament.”
On Saturday the Dragons will travel to play
Minnesota-Crookston at 1 p.m. On Sunday the
Dragons will travel to play Bemidji (Minn.) State at
1 p.m.
Moen can be reached
at Brittany.Moen@hotmail.com

Golfers take fourth at NSIC Championship
The MSUM women's golf
team finished fourth overall at the Northern Sun
Intercollegiate Conference
Championships over the
weekend at the Eagle Creek
Golf Course in Willmar,
Minn.
Southwest Minnesota State
finished first in the team
standings with a final score
of 1,020.
Erin Oakland of Southwest
Minnesota State finished first
in the individual standings

with a score of 246 at the end
of the three rounds.
Freshman Kasey Maier
placed 21st for the Dragons
with a score of 280 while
junior Erika Hochgraber tied
for 22nd with 284.
Senior Nicole Voge finished
in 24th place with a final
score of 287.
Junior Jessica Burke rounded out the Dragons in 33rd
place with 320.
Advocate staff reports

Dragon men tie for first, women
place third at Jamestown Invite
On Friday the Dragon crosscountry teams traveled to
the Jamestown College Cross
Country Invitational.
The men's team tied for first
with Jamestown College with
a score of 43.
Junior Dane Moreland
crossed the line in fourth place
with a time of 27:08 while
freshman Kyle Eckhoff was
sixth with 27:29.
Sophomore Dustin Lillegaard
came in 11th with a time of
28:34. Scott Egeberg, a freshman, had a time of 28:50, good
enough for 14th place.
Junior Tim Nesheim placed
16th with a time of 29:08.
The women's team finished
third overall with a final score
of 60. Jamestown College took

the event with a score of 31.
Junior Kristin Dolence
placed sixth for the Dragons
with a time of 19 minutes, 40
seconds with freshman Sara
Rebenitsch crossing the line at
20:19 in eighth place.
Senior Kerry Plath placed
12th for the Dragons with a
time of 20:30 while.
Senior Angie Kveene, junior
Diane Miller and sophomore
Holly Farwell crossed the line
in 21st, 22nd and 23rd place
respectively.
On Oct. 22, the Dragons
will host the Northern Sun
Intercollediate Conference
Championships.
Advocate staff reports

LIZZIE CHINANDER/THE ADVOCATE

Senior Maureen Ross and Winonaʼs Kristen Charpentier
(right) try to kick the ball during Fridayʼs home game.
The Warriors beat the Dragons 4-1.
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❒ CAB, from front

❒ CHARGES, from front

“I think its ... a good thing
for those college students
who are legal enough to drink
so that they don’t have to
drink and drive and risk their
death or a ticket,” freshmen
Jacob Score said.
“We don’t know for sure if
we are going to eliminate it
(bar-to-bar rides),” said Welle.
According to student senator Jake Ellefson, head of the
taxicab program, cab rides
from the bar to home will stay
in the contract. The contract
would be in effect second
semester.
Another problem being
looked at is the number of
people that will be able to go
along on each taxi ride.
Depending on the driver, if a
student with a cab sticker
wants to bring three friends
who don’t have stickers (that
are not from MSUM) along in
the cab, the friends also get a
ride for only two dollars.
“If they raise the price ... if it
went up to three or four dollars, I would understand, but
if they just want to go down
the street to another bar, that
gets kind of ridiculous,” Kotte
said.
“We’re college students. We
don’t have a lot of money to
spare. I’d rather take the bus,”
junior Brittany Mathiason
said.
Ellefson said, “At this time,
no definite answer can be
given on how the program
will change. ... There are
many budgeting and legal
issues to look at before a permanent solution can be
made.”

According to the complaint
filed in court, the fraternity
members were selling cans of
beer for a dollar at the party.
Community bottles of hard
liquor were also being passed
around the party.
“It’s certainly a place where
there is a history of parties,”
Borgen said of the fraternity
house.
On Sunday warrants were
issued and many were arrested near the MSUM campus.
Carney and Gulmon were
arrested at 310 7th St. S.
Henschel and Orgen were
arrested at 611 1/2 10th St. S.
Sayre, Morris and Narog
were arrested at 611 10th St. S.
while Sander turned himself
in at the Moorhead Police
Department.
The Phi Sigma Kappa house
is 611 10th St. S. Messelt said
the rental license revocation

Moen can be contacted at
Brittany.Moen@hotmail.com

applies only to 611. Up to
four unrelated adults may
still live in 611 1/2. The city
will perform regular checks
on the residence to make sure
the terms of the revocation
are being followed.
The city can revoke any
rental license if the property
has had three incidents in the
past six months. Messelt said
there has been about 10 revocations in the past few years.
“We’re not treating this
property any differently than
any other property,” Messelt
said. “We can’t select to
enforce (city ordinances at)
one house over another.”
A statement released by
Michael Carey, executive
director of the Grand Chapter
of Phi Sigma Kappa, said,
“The members arrested have
been suspended by the fraternity, pending the conclusion

of the investigation. The local
chapter has also been suspended, pending the conclusion of investigations by both
the police and the fraternity.”
“Hopefully we are giving a
message to people,” Lt. Bob
Larson of the Moorhead
Police Department said. “The
community needs to come
together and work on the
issue.”
“The university is intently
investigating any grounds to
withdraw recognition of the
organization,”
MSUM
spokesman Doug Hamilton
said. He said he couldn’t
comment on disciplinary
action against individual students.

Chura can be reached
at churaje@mnstate.edu.
Editor Alicia Strnad
contributed to this report.
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CLASSIFIEDS

For Rent

For Sale

2-Bedroom apartments: Four
blocks from MSUM, 202 16th
Street S., $395, $425 plus
utilities.
Laundry,
quiet
four-plex. Available now. 2367640 or check out our website
at www.RDHrentals.com

Ibanez S470 electric guitar:
black/chrome
hardware,
Wizard II neck, rosewood fingerboard, jumbo frets, double
locking Lo TRS Floyd Rose
licensed tremlo, Seymour
Duncan custom humbucker!
Hardshell case/accessories.
605-380-9000 or dixrometer@hotmail.com

ROOMATE WANTED: Male
roommate-six blocks from
MSUM. 916 18th Street S.
$200/month, heat & water
paid. Laundry, quiet four-plex.
Available January 1. Please
contact-cell (218) 280-0875 or
tradewma@mnstate.edu

Misc.
PREGNANT? Take Control.
You have options. Free and
confidential First Choice Clinic
(Fargo)
701-237-6530
www.firstchoiceclinic.com
NEED EXTRA CASH? Sell 4 U
will help you sell your unneeded
belongings
on
eBay.
Contact Christie at 218-3293091, cmvb7@hotmail.com.
Mention this ad for the special
student price.

Spring Break
#1 Spring Break Website! Low
prices guaranteed. Free Meals
& Free Drinks. Book 11 people,
get 12th trip free! Group
discounts
for
6+
www.SpringBreakDiscounts.com
or www.LeisureTours.com or
800-838-8202
Spring Break 2006 with
Student Travel Services to
Jamaica, Mexico, Bahamas
and Florida. Are you connected? Sell Trips, Earn Cash &
Travel Free! Call for group discounts.
Info/Reservations
8 0 0 - 6 4 8 - 4 8 4 9
www.ststravel.com
Spring Break 2006. Travel with
STS, America’s #1 Student Tour
Operator to Jamacia, Cancun,
Acapulco, Bahamas, and
Florida. Now hiring on-campus
reps. Call for group discounts.
Information/Reservations
1-800-648-4849 or www.ststravel.com
SPRING BREAK/MEXICO.
From $549. Be a rep and earn a
trip. (800) 366-4786 or (952)
893-9679 or www.mazexp.com

Help Wanted
Guerilla Marketing/Promoters
needed! Leisure Tours needs
students to promote our
Spring Break travel packages
on campus and with local
vendors.
Excellent
Pay!
800-838-8202
We
need
INSTALLERS!
Multiple positions available.
Install auxilary power units to
trucks. Mechanic exp. helpful.
Premium pay for Commercial
DL. Day shift with possible OT.
Call 701-277-WORK

Nice furniture-will deliver: aqua
swivel chair, $30; plaid recliner,
$30; dresser with bookshelf,
$75; call 477-2530 or 236-7426

Your
ad
goes
here!
Advertise with The
Advocate
477-2365
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❒ PORN, from front
Covey said pornography is
meant to “arouse or titillate” its
user, but eventually the effect
lessens and they must “find
something more arousing and
naturally, there’s a ratcheting
up of content designed to
arouse ... so the (porn) industry
has to ‘kick it up a notch.’”
One way the porn industry
has “taken it up a notch,” said
Covey, is combining violence
with sex, which leads to a “double desensitization” for its user.
Pornography also desensitizes its users to human emotions. Covey said, “The message is thoughts and feelings
don’t matter,” which makes a
user “less likely to see certain
depictions as somebody in a
certain situation being victimized.”
From a sociological perspective, the effects of pornography
are much more ambiguous.
Lee Vigilant, MSUM assistant
professor of sociology, said,
“We can’t assume a uniform
use of pornography because
sexuality is a strange thing.
Sexual practices are never
monolithic.”
Vigilant said to determine if
pornography can lead to violence or rape, more sociological
studies need to be conducted
on how pornography is used.
He said, “Our discourses (on
pornography) are cloaked in a
moral frame. We can never look
at it from a value-neutral perspective.”
He said the definition of
pornography is based on community standards and “community” is hard to define. For
instance, the definition changes

if a user is viewing pornography online.
Vigilant said, “So when you
view pornography, which standards are you violating?” a
question between the Internet’s
and the neighborhood’s in
which the activity is taking
place.
Pornography itself is ambiguous and its creators and distributors use the amorphous definition of pornography as a
defense against those who
would oppose it. However,
pornography does not have to
be graphic for it to be damaging
- it does not even need to be
pornography.
Greg Warren, a West Fargo
Police detective sergeant,
recounted an incident that
occurred in 1996, when an 11-

year-old girl was taken into the
countryside by a man in his
mid-30s and forced her to perform sexual acts on him
through threat of death.
After the man was caught, it
was found he possessed not
only pornography, but also
boxes full of magazines and
pictures of young girls in ads
for clothing stores.
Warren said, “Pornography
plays a part” in the mindset of
many sex offenders. He said,
“A sex offender climbs a ladder,” going from lesser sexual
acts until they are having
unwanted sexual contact with
their victims.
Ken Kohler, chief assistant
Clay County attorney, said, “A
lot of sex offenders are seen as
using pornography on a regu-

lar basis, not 100 percent and
The manager of ABC Adult
there are people who use it and Book & Cinema X declined to
don’t abuse.”
comment for this article.
Internet pornography is a relIn MSUM computer labs, stuatively new aspect in the world dents are allowed to view
of pornography, adding only pornography as long as no one
more questions to the effects of raises a complaint when an
pornography on society and its individual is doing so.
users.
Les Bakke, MSUM instrucWarren said, “The sky’s the tional technology director, said
limit right now,” in dealing only three or four times a
with Internet pornography. He month does someone complain
said the birth of Internet about an individual viewing
pornography created more pornography.
tools for law enforcement to
He added, “We do not block
track potential sex offenders, any sites unless there is a histobut added much more work as ry of a site having a negative
well.
impact on the university.”
In 2002, a 5-4 U.S. Supreme
In the mid-1980s a group of
Court ruling overturned the women students joined togethChild Pornography Protection er to get rid of pornographic
Act of 1996, validating the magazines from the MSUM
legality of cartoon
Bookstore
It dehuman- because they
pornography to depict
izes people. It saw pornograchildren in sexual acts.
dehumanizes phy as degradCartoon pornography
women. It dehuman- ing
has a strong base on
women.
izes men.
the Internet.
Opposing
Kohler said, “My
them was the
Lee Vigilant
problem is they keep
late
David
Assistant professor
calling these ‘victimFlint, a former
less’ crimes. Society is
political science
of sociology
the victim.”
professor, who
Vigilant said one of
postulated
the
“unintended
conse- pornography was free speech.
quences” of viewing pornograRoland Dille, former MSUM
phy is dehumanization.
president, decided to move the
Vigilant said, “It dehumanizes pornographic magazines to
people.
It
dehumanizes only the Etcetera Shop, which
women. It dehumanizes men.” he viewed as a compromise.
Chris Yarnal, coordinator of
The Etcetera Shop stopped
the Saint Thomas Aquinas selling magazines altogether in
Catholic Newman Center, said the spring of 2003 due to finanpornography leads to “people cial issues with the company
view(ing) women as a means to that supplied them.
an end, not as a human.”
Hall, a native of Austin,
Jeannette Lindfors, MSUM Minn., said, when he watches
freshman, said, “I think pornographic videos the plot is
pornography is the most awful “always some kind of scene
thing in the world. It’s hideous with bars or someone gets
... it makes women only as sex handcuffed.” He said, “(there
objects. Women are not sex are) people in jail and they have
objects.”
sex to get out of jail.”
According to Internet Filter
“So rape,” said Covey, when
Review, a Web site created to this scenario was explained to
“fight back” against the porn him.
industry, the porn industry
spawns $12 billion yearly. That
Morris can be reached
is larger than the combined revat morrisle@mnstate.edu.
enues of ABC, NBC and CBS.
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